PROTECTING THE OZONE
5/9/2010
The Department of Environment’s National Ozone Unit (NOU) will hold workshops in Labasa and parts of Vanua Levu between May 10th and 14th. 

The North visit will encompass the following:

· Seminar at Labasa’s North Pole Hotel conference room (May 12th) from 2.00pm to –4.00pm; and 
· Consultation with refrigeration and air conditioning or RAC industry/institutions in the North on pending workshops for Good Practices in Refrigeration (Codes of Practice). This is a minimum requirement under the Ozone Depleting Substances (ODS) legislation for RAC technicians to undergo to be considered for licensing.
 The NOU has conducted similar seminars for stakeholders in the  RAC sector in the Western and Central divisions. 

The National Ozone Unit is an established project under the Department of Environment concerned with the global problem of ozone layer depletion and the use of ozone depleting substances in Fiji. As a signatory to the Montreal Protocol, the NOU is actively working to enforce the ODS Act and Regulations implemented by Government in 1998 and 2000 respectively.
 
Due to international obligations and implementation of the legislations, the NOU is undertaking another project - the preparation of an extensive Hydrochlorofluorocarbon (HCFC) baseline survey. This survey is conducted to determine Fiji's baseline for the freeze of imports and exports of ODS by the year 2013.

The survey will also ensure a more sustainable practical approach for a smooth transition in the phasing out of ODS, and explore suitable alternatives for Fiji taking into consideration the ecological, economic, social and cultural realities.

Ozone depleting substances are used in refrigeration, air conditioning and foam manufacturing.

For more information access the following website
[bookmark: _GoBack]https://doefiji.wordpress.com/contact-us/ 
